
 

 

 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Please visit accelerate.sc.gov for COVID-19 related inquiries. 

 

accelerateSC also offers a call center, which operates from 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. The call center number is 1-833-SCaclR8 (1-833-722-2578). 

 

SC SUMMARY – SEPTEMBER 3 

 

IN SOUTH CAROLINA COVID-19 infection numbers have been steadily trending downward, 

with an average of 671 cases so far this week. As of September 2, there have been a total of 

118,699 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 1,804 probable cases, 2,652 confirmed deaths, and 142 

probable deaths. 

 

Testing for COVID-19 remains essential because it helps identify people who are infected with 

the virus, whether or not they have symptoms, so they can isolate themselves and keep those 

around them from becoming infected, especially at-risk individuals who can develop life-

threatening illness if they contract the virus. Identifying those with COVID-19 who have 

symptoms helps ensure they receive the medical treatment they need. 

 

Currently, there are 240 mobile testing events scheduled through October 17 and there are 236 

permanent COVID-19 testing facilities across the state. Find a testing clinic or event near you at 

https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/find-

covid-19-testing-location.  

 

DHEC is now providing updated case numbers by school. School reporting will include, for 

every school, both cumulative and rolling 30-day counts of confirmed cases among students, 

teachers and faculty members, and will be updated on DHEC’s COVID-19 webpage on Tuesday 

and Friday afternoons. The first reports will be available this Friday, Sep. 4. To view the school 

cases lists, which will first be available this Friday, visit scdhec.gov/COVID19schools. 

 

GOVERNOR MCMASTER issued Executive Order 2020-56, declaring a new state of 

emergency in South Carolina.  

 

GOVERNOR MCMASTER instructed officials at the S.C. Department of Employment and 

Workforce to opt into the Lost Wages Assistance program, which will temporarily provide an 
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extra $300 per week in federal assistance to those without a job amid the coronavirus pandemic. 

FEMA has since approved the application. It may take DEW up to three weeks to update its 

unemployment system and start disbursing the federal funds. 

 

 DEW: Last week, initial jobless claims fell to their lowest rate since the pandemic began, 

with 5,524 new claims filed (down 1,731 from the week prior).  

 

NURSING HOMES: Governor McMaster asked the Department of Health and Environmental 

Control to ease some of the restrictions on visitation for residents in long term care facilities, 

noting that “separation and isolation has caused loneliness, depression, stress and anxiety among 

residents and has frustrated those worried about a parent, grandparent or other loved ones’ well-

being.”  

 

On Tuesday, DHEC announced that nursing homes can reopen for limited family visits. Visits 

must take place outdoors. Visitors must produce a recent negative COVID-19 test result or must 

otherwise limit their visits to 15 minutes under supervision from staff. Nursing homes must 

submit their plans to the state before reopening. Any facility allowing visitors must be cleared of 

new infections among staff and residents for a period of 14 days. 

 

For more information, see DHEC’s “Guidelines for Outdoor Visitation.”  

 

DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS: The South Carolina Department of Corrections is 

suspending visitation through the end of September.  

 

BUDGET: Despite the pandemic, South Carolina finished the fiscal year with a budget surplus 

of $775 million, roughly 40% of the $1.8 billion projected for FY 2020-21. Gov. McMaster has 

asked legislators to keep state government running at last year’s spending levels and carry over 

any surplus until next year in case it’s needed in the event of a worsening economy.  

 

THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE on Wednesday unanimously voted to expand absentee 

voting to all registered S.C. voters ahead of the Nov. 3 general election out of COVID-19 

concerns. 

 

BROADBAND: As part of the broadband infrastructure component of Act 142 authorized by the 

South Carolina General Assembly and signed by the Governor on June 25, 2020, the South 

Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff (ORS) is approving the funding of 81 applications submitted 

by 13 Broadband Service Providers (BSPs). This infrastructure expansion will make high-speed 

broadband available to homes, businesses, schools, health care facilities, and other institutions in 

unserved areas across South Carolina. 

 

The 81 applications are for areas identified through broadband mapping efforts and represent a 

total investment of approximately $26.1 million in federal Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 

Economic Security (CARES) Act funding. This new broadband infrastructure could bring 

service to approximately 27,994 homes and 771 businesses, supplementing industry investment 

with federal CARES Act funding. Based on the applications received, the average federal 

CARES Act funding is approximately $884 per home and business. 
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Act 142 allocated $50 million of CARES Act funds to the ORS for administering the South 

Carolina Broadband Infrastructure Program to assist COVID-19 impacted individuals, families, 

and communities. Of that total, $20 million was budgeted for the ongoing Online Learning 

Initiative, and $29.7 million was allocated to support broadband infrastructure expansion. 

 

More information on the Broadband Infrastructure program can be found at 

ORS.SC.GOV/Broadband.  

 

 FEDERAL/NATIONAL SUMMARY – SEPTEMBER 3 

 

TREASURY Secretary Steve Mnuchin, who has been tasked with negotiating relief legislation 

with House Democrats on behalf of the Trump Administration, said he is ready to sit down with 

Democratic leaders to resume negotiations. Mnuchin mentioned the White House’s proposed 

ceiling for follow-on legislation is now $1.5 trillion and indicated it has softened its opposition to 

a proposal to provide more money for state and local governments. 

 

HHS announced they will send packages of adult-sized and youth-sized cloth masks to state 

departments of health for distribution to schools throughout their states. HHS is providing up to 

125 million cloth face masks to states and territories for distribution to schools.  Each package 

contains 5 reusable and washable cloth face masks. HHS anticipates that these face masks will be 

distributed throughout the month of September. South Carolina will receive 2,305,635 masks. 

Fact Sheet. State Allocations. 

 

DR. FAUCI stated that a Covid-19 vaccine could be available earlier than expected if ongoing 

clinical trials produce overwhelmingly positive results. Although two ongoing clinical trials of 

30,000 volunteers are expected to conclude by the end of the year, Fauci said an independent 

board has the authority to end the trials weeks early if interim results are overwhelmingly 

positive or negative.  

 

FDA announced that a public meeting of the Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 

Committee will be held on Thursday, October 22, to discuss the general matter of the 

development, authorization, and/or licensure of vaccines indicated to prevent COVID-19.   

 

TREASURY released guidance implementing the Presidential Memorandum issued on August 

8, allowing employers to defer withholding and payment of the employee’s portion of the Social 

Security tax if the employee’s wages are below $4,000 during a bi-weekly pay period. Tax 

deferral applies to wages paid starting September 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020. Any taxes 

deferred would be owed in installments between January 1, 2021 and April 30, 2021, with 

penalties to begin after that period. 

 

THE CDC released an Order under Section 361 of the Public Health Service Act to temporarily 

halt residential evictions to prevent the further spread of COVID-19. The Order is pursuant to the 

Executive Action issued on August 8, directing the CDC to study the issue and consider 

measures to provide eviction relief.  
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FEMA released its updated guidance on reimbursement for emergency protective measures 

under Public Assistance for COVID-19. FEMA notes “This interim policy defines the 

framework, policy details, and requirements for determining the eligibility of work and costs 

under the PA Program to ensure consistent and appropriate implementation across all COVID-19 

emergency and major disaster declarations.” Updated Guidance. FEMA Fact Sheets. Federal 

COVID-19 Resources. 

 

HHS announced it is now distributing almost $2.5 billion of a planned $5 billion distribution to 

nursing homes to support increased testing, staffing, and personal protective equipment (PPE) 

needs. This funding allocation was made through the Health Resources and Services 

Administration (HRSA) as a targeted distribution from the $175 billion Provider Relief program 

funded through the bipartisan CARES Act and the Paycheck Protection Program and Health 

Care Enhancement Act. Of note, South Carolina received $30,810,400 that is available for 188 

nursing home facilities.   

 

HHS announced the release of 1.5 million N95 respirators from the Strategic National Stockpile 

(SNS) for distribution to approximately 3,336 nursing home facilities across the United States.  

 

CMS issued guidance providing states flexibilities to increase reimbursement for nursing 

facilities that implement specific infection control practices, such as designating a quarantine or 

isolation wing for COVID-19 patients. 

 

CMS announced sweeping regulatory changes that require nursing homes to test staff and offer 

testing to residents for COVID-19. Laboratories and nursing homes using point-of-care testing 

devices will be required to report diagnostic test results as required by the Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act). Regulatory Changes. 

  
CMS is implementing a national nursing home training program for frontline nursing home staff 

and nursing home management. The training is designed to equip both frontline caregivers and 

their management with the knowledge they need to stop the spread of COVID-19 in their nursing 

homes. The training announced will be available immediately to staff of America’s 15,400 

Medicare and Medicaid certified nursing homes and focuses on critical topics like infection 

control and prevention, appropriate screening of visitors, effective cohorting of residents, safe 

admission and transfer of residents, and the proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE) – 

all critical elements of stopping the spread of COVID-19.   

 

FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for the first antigen COVID-19 test where 

results can be read directly from the testing card, a similar design to some pregnancy tests. This 

test is authorized for certain point-of-care settings, like a doctor’s office, emergency room, and 

even potentially non-health care settings like schools. It’s authorized for use in patients suspected 

of COVID-19 by their healthcare provider within seven days of symptom onset. The emergency 

use authorization was issued to Abbott Diagnostics Scarborough, Inc. for its BinaxNOW 

COVID-19 Ag Card, named because it’s an antigen test (Ag) run on a card. According to the test 

manufacturer, Abbott, it plans to make up to 50 million tests available monthly in the U.S. at the 

beginning of October 2020.  
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FDA issued an emergency use authorization (EUA) for investigational convalescent plasma for 

the treatment of COVID-19 in hospitalized patients as part of the agency’s ongoing efforts to 

fight COVID-19. Based on scientific evidence available, the FDA concluded, as outlined in its 

decision memorandum, this product may be effective in treating COVID-19 and that the known 

and potential benefits of the product outweigh the known and potential risks of the product.  

 

USDA extended several school nutrition waivers through December 31, 2020 to provide 

flexibility for schools, school districts and states to ensure school meals are available to students 

at no cost even if schools are fully or partially closed. Press Release. List of Waivers. 

 

FCC, HHS, USDA have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to work together on 

the Rural Telehealth Initiative, a joint effort to collaborate and share information to address 

health disparities, resolve service provider challenges, and promote broadband services and 

technology to rural areas in America. The ongoing coronavirus pandemic has highlighted the 

critical importance of telehealth in delivering quality healthcare to rural Americans. Press 

Release. 

 

USDOT announced that the Trump Administration will award more than $1.2 billion in airport 

safety and infrastructure grants through the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) to 405 

airports in 50 states and the Federated States of Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, the Northern 

Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, Palau, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. A complete listing of grants 

(PDF) and an interactive map of airports receiving funding is available on the FAA website. 

 

DOL announced $100 million in funding to support state efforts to combat fraud and recover 

improper payments in the Unemployment Insurance (UI) program, including those programs 

created under the CARES Act. At the same time, the Department’s Employment and Training 

Administration (ETA) issued UI Program Letter (UIPL) 28-20, which highlights tools and 

strategies to assist states in strengthening their anti-fraud operations, including the availability of 

a new identity verification solution to confirm the identity of individuals filing for 

unemployment benefits. 

 

OTHER STATES 

 

FLORIDA Gov. Ron DeSantis has argued that people can safely visit the state via commercial 

flights, citing declining coronavirus case numbers. On Monday, the Florida Department of 

Health reported 1,885 new cases of COVID-19, which is the lowest total number of new cases 

since June 15, according to the Sun-Sentinel. 

 

GEORGIA Gov. Brian Kemp extended a sweep of coronavirus restrictions Monday that chart 

out how businesses can operate during the pandemic as Georgia’s fight to contain the disease 

showed new signs of progress. Kemp’s 49-page order continues to ban gatherings of more than 

50 people unless social distancing is in force, and it requires Georgians in long-term care 

facilities or those deemed “medically fragile” to shelter in place. 

 

MARYLAND: The Maryland Public Service Commission has extended the moratorium on 

terminating residential gas, water and electric services through Nov. 15, citing the ongoing 
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coronavirus pandemic. In a news release, the commission wrote its emergency action Monday 

will extend the moratorium previously authorized by Gov. Larry Hogan, which after some 

month-long extensions was set to expire on Sept. 1. Hogan’s executive action prohibited utility 

providers from cutting off service or charging late fees. 

 

MISSISSIPPI Gov. Tate Reeves extended his executive orders about mask wearing in 

Mississippi. The statewide mask mandate has been extended to Monday, September 14, 2020 at 

8:00 a.m. He made a single change — eliminating a cap of two spectators per participant at high 

school sports events. 

 

NEW JERSEY Gov. Phil Murphy announced bars and restaurants will be allowed to reopen 

their indoor dining sections with restrictions ahead of the Labor Day weekend. The move comes 

about two months after Murphy pumped the brakes on allowing indoor dining after he 

announced it would be permitted ahead of the July Fourth weekend. 

 

NEW YORK Gov. Cuomo deployed a “SWAT team” on Sunday to contain a COVID-19 cluster 

that had developed at SUNY Oneonta. The college currently has 105 confirmed positive cases, 

which is around 3% of the total student and faculty population. The team includes 71 contact 

tracers, eight case investigators and three, free rapid-testing sites will be opened in the city. 

 

NORTH CAROLINA Gov. Roy Cooper announced the easing of restrictions that will allow 

gyms, indoor fitness centers, playgrounds and museums the opportunity to open amidst the 

pandemic. Bars, he announced, will remain closed. 
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