
 

 

 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

 

Please visit accelerate.sc.gov for COVID-19 related inquiries. 

 

Please note the Public Information Line (“PIPS line”) is fully functional from 8am to 6pm (same 

hours as DHEC Line).  Please feel free to refer coronavirus related calls to 1-866-246-0133. 

 

SC SUMMARY – MAY 31-JUNE 1 

 

DHEC announced 609 new cases of COVID-19, bringing South Carolina’s total to 10,623 cases 

across all 46 counties. Thirteen additional deaths were reported, bringing the total death toll to 

500.  

 

The United States has 1.86 million cases, with over 106,000 deaths. Over 615,000 people are 

confirmed to have recovered. Globally, there are 6.4 million cases, with more than 378,000 

confirmed deaths. 

 

CORONAVIRUS cases in Greenville are spiking. Cases are expected to surge following 

protests in Charleston and Columbia.  

 

ALL NINE MEMBERS of the South Carolina congressional delegation signed a letter calling 

for rural broadband funding. 

 

AT LEAST 168 POLLING PLACES will change locations for the June 9 primary.  

 

ABSENTEE ballot requests are likely to hit an all-time high. More than 22,000 requests have 

been requested, more than double the amount requested in 2016.  

 

 FEDERAL/NATIONAL SUMMARY – MAY 31-JUNE 1 

 

TREASURY posted updated frequently asked questions (FAQs) on the usage of Coronavirus 

Relief Funds, adding three new pages to the document which was most recently updated on May 

4, 2020. 

 

THE SBA updated state-by-state information from Disaster Assistance on SBA’s Economic 

Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) and Paycheck Protection Program (PPP). As of May 30, the SBA 

https://accelerate.sc.gov/
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has provided 707,613 EIDL loans for over $55.7 billion – and in South Carolina, 8,956 loans 

totaling $644,155,600.  In terms of PPP, South Carolinians have received 58,851 loans totaling 

$5,637,682,539.  

 

PRESIDENT TRUMP said Friday that the U.S. government would be directing money away 

from the World Health Organization. 

 

NGA released a white memo outlining best practices for managing simultaneous natural 

disasters like hurricanes, earthquakes or wildfires.  

 

CISA released the first in a series of six Cyber Essentials Toolkits. Developed in collaboration 

with small businesses and state and local governments, Cyber Essentials aims to equip smaller 

organizations that historically have not been a part of the national dialogue on cybersecurity with 

basic steps and resources to improve their cybersecurity. 

 

USDOT announced Ride CARTA will receive a $7.2 million federal grant through the CARES 

Act to help them respond to COVID-19 while safely fulfilling our transportation needs. 

 

HHS announced a task order with Emergent BioSolutions to advance manufacturing capabilities 

for a potential COVID-19 vaccine as well as therapeutics. The task order, worth approximately 

$628 million, falls under an existing contract with the Biomedical Advanced Research and 

Development Authority. 

 

FDA updated their FAQs on Remdesivir. The updated information reflects changes in 

distribution by Gilead. 

 

THE FDA took steps to further support the development of COVID-19 tests for at-home self-

collection by posting a voluntary emergency use authorization (EUA) template for at-home 

sample collection kits to its website. 

 

CDC updated information on Using Antibody Tests for COVID-19. CDC has developed interim 

guidance for how healthcare providers, laboratories, and public health staff should use antibody 

tests. 

 

CDC released a Resuming Business Toolkit, Employers with Workers at High Risk. schools and 

camps, Childcare Programs, Considerations for Youth Sports, Institutes of Higher Education 

 

CONGRESS: An updated House legislative calendar for 2020 has only one scheduled voting 

day in June, 12 in July and none in August. 

 

CONGRESS: The South Carolina congressional delegation is calling on Congressional 

Leadership to include robust measures to invest in the expansion of affordable, high-speed 

internet access in any upcoming stimulus package to address the COVID-19 pandemic. The full 

text of the letter can be found here.  
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CONGRESS: House Energy & Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations holds 

a hearing at 11:30 a.m. on governors' response to the coronavirus pandemic. Witnesses include 

Gov. Jared Polis State of Colorado, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer State of Michigan and Gov. Asa 

Hutchinson State of Arkansas.  

 

REMDESIVIR, Gilead’s experimental treatment for patients infected with the new coronavirus, 

produced only modest benefits in early stages of the disease in hospitalized patients who were 

not critically ill, according to a large clinical trial. Drug maker Eli Lilly has begun exploring 

antibody treatment for COVID-19 in humans. 

 

U.S. & CHINESE RESEARCHERS, reporting on Sunday on years of work that traced 

coronaviruses in animals, believe COVID-19 developed in bats, but they found that none of the 

bat viruses they studied are close enough to be the leap to humans. 

 

OTHER STATES/INTERNATIONAL 

MICHIGAN: Department of Justice filed a statement of interest in support of businesses 

suffering restrictions of Michigan Governor's COVID-19 Orders. Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 

announced on Monday that she lifted her state’s stay-at-home order and said restaurants can 

reopen for dine-in service next week. 

 

NEW YORK Gov. Andrew Cuomo signed a bill that will pay death benefits to the families of 

frontline workers who died fighting the coronavirus. 

 

HONG KONG police halted plans for a vigil on Thursday in memory of the people who died 

during the 1989 crackdown on the Tiananmen Square protests, citing the need to enforce social-

distancing rules to prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

 

SPAIN gets ready to welcome international tourists back starting July 1. Minister of Tourism 

Reyes Maroto said Spain will guarantee the health and safety of the tourists when it reopens after 

the three-month closure. 

 

UK: Prime Minister Boris Johnson is gradually easing lockdown measures, schools across 

England will begin reopening Monday amid fierce debate over whether the move is premature. 

 

ARMENIAN Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan announced Monday that he has tested positive for 

the novel coronavirus. 

 

AIPAC is canceling its 2021 conference in Washington.  
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.justice.gov%2Fopa%2Fpr%2Fdepartment-justice-files-statement-interest-support-businesses-suffering-arbitrary-and&data=02%7C01%7CJCleveland%40governor.sc.gov%7Cbcb8eb1970fc477d663408d806f95ecc%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637267015387963403&sdata=dDwTCLpVws7YdEJ0P3ns%2BtknItZ93iuJuCsRjMwiFlM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kcrg.com%2F2020%2F05%2F31%2Fny-governor-signs-bill-granting-front-line-worker-death-benefits-in-coronavirus-fight%2F&data=02%7C01%7CJCleveland%40governor.sc.gov%7Cd728f26211af4b789f0208d806336a9b%7Ce9f8d01480d84f27b0d6c3d6c085fcdd%7C1%7C0%7C637266165186794815&sdata=P5Do7juKcrWFIir6q6QKpG7Kr1I%2FYgSavsbAZQkiO04%3D&reserved=0
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